250                     THE   STORY   OF   THE    PACIFIC

favourite topic with the writers of sea yarns. But, in spite of
the great amount of literature that exists upon the subject, no
one has ever been able to discover what became of her. One
claim to fame of the city of Newport, in Rhode Island, was a
legend about Cook's Endeavour, which was said to have spent
the last of her days on a local beach. But there never was
any proof of this, and the ultimate fate of the Endeavour is
as uncertain as that of the Mayflower.

This could hardly have been avoided, as the name of * En-
deavour ' was a very common one in England during the
eighteenth century. The city of Whitby alone (where Cook's
Endeavour was built) turned out not less than eleven
Endeavours in half a century. And for all we know the real
Endeavour may now be a coal-barge in almost any colonial
port, patiently awaiting the arrival of an enterprising pro-
moter. Such a person would make a fortune showing her
alongside the vessel in which the British used to send their
earliest pioneers to the continent that James Cook had added
to the Empire.

After an uneventful trip Lieutenant Cook and his scientists
safely reached Tahiti. While the astronomers observed their
little planet Cook explored the entire group of islands situ-
ated in this part of the Pacific. He called them the Society
Islands. The name had nothing at all to do with the sociable
qualities of the local terrestrial Venuses. It was chosen as an
expression of his gratitude for the honour which the Royal
Society had done him when it elected him in preference to
all other candidates and made him the leader of their famous
expedition. This little incident, by the way, is very typical of
the man. James Cook comes as near to being the Perfect
Gentleman as any other representative of his race, and there,
again, he gave even more than was expected of htm.

As soon as the telescopes had once more been packed the
Endeavour continued upon her course. This time Cook steered
directly for the spot where, in 1642, Abel Tasman was said to